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'gi';ﬁ 6 JANUARY 1983
Sovzet PaperSays U S
- Stirs Talk ofPope Ploi

MOSCOW, Jan. 5 (AP) — The Soviet,
unist Pravda

said today that the Central

"Agency was behind the “‘utterly ab
.surd” accusations that Bulgarian
agents helped arrange the shooting of
Pope John Paul II.

The Pravda article was the most au-
 thoritative Soviet response yet to West-
Ec;mnewsa(:cuunts:uggestingt:tmtthe
‘Bulgarian secret service, with the
knowledge by the K.G.B., the Soviet\in-
teiligence agency, mbehlndtheat-
tack on the Pope.

“Onlyabundpenoneamntseethe
* hand of those crusaders from Langley
in the present anti-Bulgarian and ant-
Soviet slander,” Pravda said, alhiding
totheCI.A.headquartenithxinin. :

: ’mepaperoﬂu'ednoevidenoetosup-
portits charge,

: 'rhedaﬂysaidﬁvepeoplehadbacked
_the alibi of Sergei Ivanov Antonov, the
,Bulgaxianmtealrllneemployejaﬂed
:inltalyincomactionwiththemu.

| The man who shot the Pope, Mehmet
. Ali Agca, told Italian prosecutors that
Mr. Antonov had helped him plan the
\Mnyls 1881, attack and was present in
| St. Peter’sSqmrewhent.hePopem
shot, according to Italian press ac-
cmmMrAnmdedeslt.
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